
year at the National Li-

brary of Wales; and a 

little group of charming 

animal and bird studies 

by Eileen Soper, who 

illustrated Enid Blytonôs 

Famous Five  books.  

  

All artworks are for sale 

and prices begin at under 

£200.  A purchasing 

scheme is available, 

which allows you to buy 

artworks by staggering 

payments over 6 to 12 

months.  This scheme 

has helped lots of people 

acquire original artworks 

that they can enjoy and 

love for many years.  

 

This exhibition is on show 

until 18 September but 

our online catalogue will 

remain on our website 

until the end of the year.   

This beautiful summer-

time exhibition is a col-

lection of over 150 art-

works assembled by wa-

tercolour expert, Caroline 

Gee.  She has dedicated 

almost 30 years to stud-

ying and dealing in Brit-

ish watercolours.  

Through her expert eye, 

all these artworks, in-

cluding those by un-

known artists, have been 

chosen because they 

share a particular quality 

and charm.  

  

Highlights include views 

of Venice, India and 

North Africa by Antony 

Bream, who attended the 

Royal Academy Schools 

in the 1960s but rejected 

the fashion for abstrac-

tion to study the early 

20 th  Century masters, 

notably John Singer Sar-

gent, Orpen and Frank 

Brangwyn, achieving an 

international reputation.   

Also, a group of works by 

Arthur Spencer Roberts, 

a popular animal painter.  

And a group of Welsh 

landscapes by David Cox, 

one of the best known 

and most influential of 

the early watercolour 

artists.  

  

Other interesting art-

works to look out for 

include a drawing by Pre -

Raphaelite artist Sir Ed-

ward Burne -Jones, who 

became one of the most 

sought -after painters in 

Europe; a watercolour of 

a Vineyard Worker by 

Josef Herman (1911 ï 

2000), a Polish artist who 

lived in Wales and whose 

work features in a cen-

tenary exhibition this 

British Watercolours & Drawings 1780 ð2000  
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North Wales Society of Fine Arts  

Annual Exhibition -  1 October to 18 December   

The North Wales Society 

of Fine Arts will hold its 

annual exhibition for the 

first time at Bodelwyddan 

Castle.  Originally called 

the North Wales Society 

of Botanical and Fine 

Watercolour Artists, the 

organisationôs new name 

reflects the growing di-

versity of its member-

ship, including artists 

who specialise in silk 

painting, embroidery, oils 

and watercolours, pastels 

and coloured pencils.  

 

Founded by artists in 

1990, the Society creates 

exhibition opportunities 

and encourages emerg-

ing talent, particularly in 

the figurative arts.  It 

has a reputation for pro-

moting and encouraging 

excellence and it attracts 

members with distin-

guished artistic careers.  

For example, its current 

President and founder 

member, Kay Rees -

Davies, is a botanical 

artist whose work has 

attracted eight Royal 

Horticultural Society 

medals and her paintings 

are in the Highgrove 

Florilegium (at the resi-

dence of HRH Prince 

Charles) and other spe-

cialist collections in the 

UK and US.  

At each annual exhibition 

selected artworks receive 

prizes for their outstand-

ing quality.  There is also 

an opportunity for visi-

tors to vote for the win-

ner of the Peopleôs 

Choice Award.  This exhi-

bition will be brimming 

with paintings to choose 

from by many different 

artists.  Artworks will be 

for sale and the Collec-

torPlan interest - free pur-

chase scheme is availa-

ble to spread your pay-

ments over 10 months.  

Visit  www.bodelwyddan -castle.co.uk/watercolours.html  

http://www.bodelwyddan-castle.co.uk/watercolours.html


overwhelmingly popular, with 

about 300 people joining us 

for the Teddy Bearsô Picnic 

and over 600 people taking 

part in Pirate Day.  Now that 

we know weôre offering fami-

lies what they want during 

school holidays, we can only 

improve on this.  

 

Autumn/Winter family events 

for your diary include Nature 

Detectives  (24 October, 

12.00 ï 2.30), the Great Big 

Bodelwyddan Castle is pro-

moting a stronger ófamily 

friendlyô message this year 

and people are voting with 

their feet, showing us that 

they like whatôs on offer.  Our 

visitor figures are up and we 

think this is due to the good 

value our new membership 

scheme represents, the popu-

larity of our new adventure 

play area, and our improved 

family events programme.  

Recent events have been 

Haunted Castle Ghost Hun t 

(29 October, 12.00 ï 5.00) 

and A Victorian Christmas 

(4 December, 11.00 ï 4.00).  

Antiques Road Trip  pays a visit  

Our Family friendly Message  

children.  This trail will be a 

fun way for them to enjoy and 

connect with the people in the 

portraits by introducing their 

fascinating stories.  There is 

the rags - to - riches tale of 

bare -knuckle boxer, John 

Gully, who went on to become 

a wealthy landowner and MP; 

the fearless heroics of Grace 

Darling, a lighthouse keeperôs 

daughter, who risked life and 

limb to save a shipwrecked 

crew; and Henry Morton Stan-

ley (real name John Row-

lands), the Welsh journalist 

and explorer, who courted 

fame with his shocking (and 

largely made -up) stories of 

murder and conquest.  

Pick up the family trail for 

free from 24 th  October 

(Autumn half term).  

Bodelwyddan Banqueteers ða new family trail is underway  

A family trail is being created 

for Bodelwyddan Castle by 

illustrator Jim Medway, artist 

Katy McCall, and designer 

Kara Massie from Green Land 

Design in Ruthin.  This trail is 

being generously funded by 

the National Portrait Gallery 

and will help our young visi-

tors make fun connections 

with the portrait displays.  

 

Victorian portraiture can be a 

really challenging subject for 

Bodelwyddan Castle will soon 

feature in BBCôs Antiques 

Road Trip.  This is the show 

that pairs up some of Britainôs 

best loved antiques experts 

and sends them on a road trip 

across the UK in a selection of 

beautiful classic cars.  Along 

the way, they compete with 

each other to make the most 

money, buying and selling 

antiques, continually trading 

up so that they increase their 

profits each time they sell at 

auction. While searching for 

antiques to sell, they paint a 

picture of the regions they 

visit, stopping off at each 

areaôs cultural highlights. 

 

We were visited by David 

Barbie and a small film crew 

in June.  He was particularly 

interested in the story of the 

Castleôs restoration and was 

clearly impressed by the qual-

it y of Bodelwyddan, which he 

described as a ñgemò.  The 

main attraction of his visit, 

however, was the Williams 

Centrepiece ï the magnificent 

18 th  Century, silver table cen-

trepiece original to Bodel-

wyddan and on loan from 

Amgueddfa Cymru ï National 

Museum Wales.  

 

The Bodelwyddan Castle epi-

sode will feature in the third 

series of Antiques Road Trip , 

showing sometime late sum-

mer.  
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David Barbie with museum director, Kevin 

Mason  

Timothy Feline, a descendent of the Centre-

pieceôs 18th Century maker, Edward Feline 

Daily Post, August 10, 2011  

arteffact 
Museums and creativity for 

better mental health  

 

Feeling stressed, depressed or 

anxious?  Take part in a series 

of 10 weekly arts workshops 

run by an experienced artist in 

relaxing surroundings.  Work-

shops will aim to help you re-

gain confidence, enjoy develop-

ing hew skills, learn about art 

and meet other people whilst 

involved in a positive activity.  

No previous art experience 

necessary.  

Workshops start mid -

September at Bodelwyddan 

Castle, Llandudno Museum, 

Gwynedd Museum and Gallery 

Bangor, and Oriel Ynys Môn.  

Small group sizes so book early  

For more information and 

booking,  

call 01286 679271  

Or e -mail  

annession@gwynedd.gov.uk  

This project is funded by CyMAL 

(Museums Libraries Archives Wales)  


